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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

Some Recent Advances in Syphilis and Gonorrhoea. — Three advances of great 
practical importance have been made in connection with syphilis: (i) the discovery of 
the specific organism of the disease by Schaudinn in 1905 has made possible the early 
diagnosis by the ultra-microscope at least a fortnight before any secondary symptoms 
appear; (2) Ehrlich's salvarsan has proved to be the most powerful weapon for the 
cure of syphilis, but has not been used long enough to determine the permanence of its 
cures; moreover a number of deaths have been recorded which were due directly to 
its use; (3) the Wassermann test makes it possible to tell definitely and accurately 
when the patient is cured. The advances in gonorrhoea are not so revolutionary as in 
syphilis, but there has been increased accuracy of diagnosis of the site of the lesion, 
improvement in the treatment of the early cases, and improvement in the treatment of 
chronic gonorrhoea. — J. Swift Joly, Practitioner, July, 191 2. E. H. S. 

Treatment of Syphilis by Salvarsan. — By the use of salvarsan for syphilis, the 
chancre, the mucous patch, and the condyloma, which are the active carriers of the 
contagion, are in the majority of cases healed over in forty-eight hours, thus greatly 
diminishing the spread of the disease. It is not yet certain that these cures are per- 
manent. In cases of congenital syphilis, since salvarsan is not well borne by very 
young children, the nursing mother must be injected. In nearly every case so treated 
the symptoms in the infant rapidly disappeared. There are dangers in the use of salvar- 
san and fatal results have occurred in cases which were in a hopeless condition prior to 
treatment, or in which the drug had been wrongly administered. Since this is the first 
year of the use of this drug, the results are exceedingly encouraging. — Percy E. and 
Stanley Tresidder, Practitioner, July, 191 2. E. H. S. 

The Wassermann Reaction in Infants and Children. — It has been impossible 
to determine accurately the prevalence of congenital syphilis because of the difficulty 
of diagnosis in certain periods of childhood. A study of 101 children in Chicago 
hospitals by the Wassermann test shows that 28 per cent of the children, selected 
mostly at random, were afflicted with congenital syphilis; this is a much larger per- 
centage than has been found previously by less accurate tests, for 37 per cent of these 
had no symptoms when tested by other methods. It is evident from this that there 
is a very large amount of congenital syphilis among children in hospitals. — Frank 
Spooner Churchill, American Journal of Diseases of Children, June, 19 12. 

E. H. S. 

An Examination of Some Factors Influencing the Rate of Infant Mortality. — 

A study of infant mortality in the rural districts of Bavaria by means of multiple cor- 
relation shows (1) that a high birth-rate tends to be associated with a high infant death- 
rate and that this association cannot be explained by any interrelations between either 
variable and proportional poverty or artificial feeding; (2) that a considerable share 
in the causation of infant mortality should be attributed to a factor beyond the ordi- 
nary sphere of preventive medicine; (3) that there is a definite correlation between the 
rate of infant mortality and the habit of artificially feeding infants, but (4) no unam- 
biguous association between poverty and infant mortality or breast feeding and the 
birth-rate. — M. Greenwood and J. W. Brown, Journal of Hygiene, May, 1912. 

The New Era in Neurology. — The neurology of the previous generation, 
which was the era of diagnosis and localization, is passing away. We must now turn to 
another class of questions in neurology: eugenics, condition and care of the high-grade 
moron girl, study of the mentally deficient girl in school and in court, the prophylaxis 
of nervous breakdown. This enlargement of neurology means mutual co-operation 
and appreciation between neurology and other sciences. — W. N. Bullard, Journal of 
Nervous and Mental Diseases, July, 1912. E. H. S. 
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The Present Altitude. — The standard of human fitness varies with the epoch. 
The capacities, physical and mental, which are sufficient to qualify an individual for 
success in a rude state of society may be wholly inadequate in a complex one, and.we 
have no knowledge that the human organism will be always capable of standing the 
increasing strain to which it is subjected. War and ruthless competition are a menace. 
If the race is to preserve the zest to live, it must be well that it should have confidence 
in its perfectibility. — F. Carrel, The International Journal of Ethics, July, 1912. 

J. E. E. 

The World's Most Important Conservation Problem. — The world's most 
important problem is the discovery of methods of conserving and increasing the brain 
power of mankind. The possibility of extending the scope of work carried on in the 
biological departments of our universities so as to facilitate and encourage investiga- 
tions in the broad field of biological psychology would be an important factor in bring- 
ing these institutions into the closest touch with the subjects of most vital importance 
to humanity. The Phipps Psychiatric Clinic in Baltimore will mark a new era in this 
country, not only in the study of nervous and mental diseases, but also in advancing 
our knowledge of many questions of immediate importance for educators and those 
interested in the solution of social problems. — Dr. Stewart Paton, The Popular Science 
Monthly, August, 191 2. J. E. E. 

The Sociological Survey. — The fundamental ideal in a sociological survey is 
to prosecute a study of the generation and the degeneration of man, so as to make it 
effectively subserve the supreme social purpose of his regeneration. In preaching the 
doctrine of education and of betterment, sociology makes no claim to novelty. But it 
does insist, with the strongest emphasis, on the elementary scientific axioms that 
diagnosis must precede treatment; that action must be based on adequate knowledge. 
The sociologist, no less than his predecessor, the theologian, asserts his faith in an 
underlying unity. He believes that the riddle of history may be read, and that man 
was intended to control his social tradition, to possess the heritage of good, and to cast 
off the burden of evil. — V. V. Branford. The Sociological Review, April, 191 2. 

J. E. E. 

The Degeneration of Classes and Peoples. — It is very evident from our 
contemporary life that the large city is the hot-bed of degeneration and always will be 
so. History shows that the country stock preserves the power of culture-races longer 
than would otherwise be the case. Degeneration is the inevitable price we must pay 
for progress. The only way that the legislator can restrain the country population 
from yielding to the seduction of the town is by homestead laws. — Dr. Max Nordau, 
Hibbert Journal, July, 1912. J. E. E. 

Public Opinion and War. — There is no prospect that wars will cease. In so 
far as nations are not prepared to fight they are going down hill. When the world has 
ceased to contain evil, war will cease ; so will prisons and many of our other institutions. 
Until then those who argue that war is in every case wrong are advocating the accept- 
ance of the mediocre in order to avoid the trouble of striving for the best. — Norman 
Whatley, The Economic Review, April 15, 1912. J. E. E. 

_ Harmful Effects of Industrial Combinations on Labor Conditions. — A com- 
parison of labor conditions under our modern industrial system with those in existence 
before the era of large combinations shows conclusively that the conditions of the 
workers from an economic and social standpoint were much superior under the old 
method of independent operation. Their very opportunities for making a living have 
been largely circumscribed. The laborer's only hope of regaining his social and 
economic individuality is by uniting with fellow-workmen in a movement through 
which he will be able to secure a joint bargain with his employer for the labor he has 
to sell. — John Williams, The Annals of the American Academy, July, 1912. 

J. E. E. 

Amusements. — Most labor has become highly specialized and monotonous. 
With its shorter working-day has come an opportunity as well as a demand for whole- 
some amusement. Municipalities offer education, art galleries, and libraries, but have 
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neglected indoor amusement. The field is open especially to the public-house and the 
cafe, to the evening paper, the little theater, the music halls, and the church. — John 
Garrett Leigh, The Economic Review, July 15, 1912. G. T. J. 

The Voluntary Social Worker and the State. — England has more voluntary 
service than any other country. There is a great awakening of social interest and 
sympathy, resulting in legislative measures of social reform. The social volunteer 
has proved his worth with private concerns. Experience seems to indicate (1) that 
for the highest success in certain departments of public work voluntary service is 
necessary; (2) that volunteers will respond in a remarkable degree to the call of the 
state; (3) that the movement has many pit-falls before it. The fields offering the 
largest opportunities are those of the public health, of the poor law, of the juvenile 
labor exchange, and of education. — Ronald C. Davidson, The Economic Review, 
July is, 1012. G. T. J. 

A Study of Australian Vital Statistics. — Has the British race settled in Australia 
shown signs of decreasing vigor and vitality ? Vital statistics seem to indicate (1) that 
the birth-rates are equal to those of Great Britain; (2) that the death-rates are lower; 
(3) that the rates of infant mortality are the lowest in the world; (4) that Colonial- 
born lives exhibit greater vitality than those of European nativity; (5) that longevity 
is greater than in most countries; (6) that the answer to the above question should 
be made in the negative. — A. Duckworth, The Economic Journal, September, 19 12. 

G. T. J. 

The Psychological Aspects of the Culture-Environment Relation. — Culture 
traits can be regarded neither as the immediate result of the physical environment, 
nor solely as the conscious constructs of associated individuals. Moreover, the 
analogy from psychological reaction does not sufficiently explain cultural differences, 
since the fundamentally uniform pattern of mental life in man would refer all such 
differences either to differences in the physical environment, as furnishing the raw 
materials of culture, or to psychic accident. The American school of anthropologists 
adopt the latter position, assuming a conscious constructive origin for cultures as 
opposed to a sociologic-evolutionary interpretation. While environment does influ- 
ence technology, its elements are too objective to be available in the construction of 
the psychological culture values. What is significant, however, is the force of the 
cultural environment supplied by other social groups. Through imitation and sug- 
gestion culture elements are spread and transplanted, and produce new combinations 
on a new soil. — Clark Wissler, American Anthropologist, April-June, 1912. 

P. W. 

History-making Forces. — The forces concerned in history-making are more 
numerous and more complex than those involved in physical processes. The first 
law of social change is that social formation and deformation take place gradually. 
The revolution is a mere surface manifestation. Nevertheless, governmental struc- 
tures may retard or modify the course of social change. Similarly, environmental 
conditions, such as the frontier in American history, the mixture of races and nationali- 
ties, social customs, tradition, religious, political, and ethical ideals and principles, 
exert a profound influence on national life and character. Education may be either a 
conservative or a progressive social force, according as a broad social or a narrow 
technical or class standard is applied to it. The social scientist is the future maker of 
history. — Dr. Frank T. Carlton, Popular Science Monthly, October, 191 2. 

P. W. 

On the Principle of Convergence in Ethnology. — The application of the form- 
criterion supplemented by the quantitative test, as proposed by Graebner, in the 
determination of genetic relationships among similar cultural phenomena, is not 
entirely sound methodologically. The form-criterion of resemblance is liable to fanci- 
ful subjective interpretations, while the criterion of quantity is dependent for its sig- 
nificant use upon this, thereby surrendering its "unconditional objectivity." The 
comparison of form can never do more than establish the identity of forms. To 
explain such identity by a genetic relationship, it is necessary not merely to discover a 
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number of other resemblances or identical phenomena accompanying it, but to show 
a common psychological or cultural context within which these phenomena occur. 
Objective resemblances are meaningless for ethnology unless demonstrated as true 
homologies. For simple ethnological phenomena even of this type, provided the 
principle of psychic unity cannot be applied nor paths of diffusion definitely indicated, 
the hypothesis of independent origin or "convergent evolution" is as valid as that of 
historical connection. — Robert H. Lowie, Journal of American Folklore, January- 
March, 1912. P. W. 

Intensity of Natural Selection in Man. — Natural selection applies very 
intensely, even to man in civilized conditions. When correction is made for differences 
in environment, English life-tables show that, as infant mortality increases, child 
mortality decreases; bad environment does not result in death for infants and children 
alike; the stronger survive, thus decreasing the death-rate in the later period. — 
Karl Pearson, Proceedings of the Royal Statistical Society, August 24, 191 2. 

E. H. S. 

Les institutions d'assistance publique en Angleterre et en Allemagne. — In 

view of the increase of assistance granted in France to the aged, infirm, and incurable 
since the legislation of 1905, and ascribed by some to that legislation, it is important 
to compare the conditions in England and Germany with those of France. Such a 
comparison shows that the increase in expense increases more rapidly than the 
number assisted; the average cost has increased, due to the increased cost of living and 
to the change in humanitarian ideas. In England pauperism has been reduced by 
decreasing out-of-door assistance; in Germany it has been reduced by insurance. 
— L. Duge de Bernonville, Journal de la Soctitt de statistique de Paris, July, 1912. 

E. H. S. 
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Geschichte der Zigeuner. Polit.- 

Anthrop. Bl. 10:418-34, No. 8, '12. 
Thome, F. C. The Horizon of Industrial 

Democracy. Am. Fed. 19:685, Sept. 

'12. 
Town Planning Conference at Winnipeg. 

Can. Mun. Journ. 8:338, Sept. '12. 
Towne, Wm. A. The Class War in 
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Duluth. Int. Soc. Rev. Vol. 13, Oct. 

'12. 
Troeltsch, E. Die Sozialphilosophie des 

Christentums. J. B. fr. D. Hochstift. 

31-67, '12. 
Vom 10. Kongress der freien Vereinigung 

deutscher Gewerkschaften. Fr. Arb. 

21 and 22, '12. 
Wallis, W. D. Fear in Religion. Journ. 

Rel. Psych. 5:257-304, July '12. 
Walter, F. Die christliche Askese nnd 

das Sexualproblem. Pharus 5:385- 

410, '12. 
Wang-Mou-Tao, K. Consequences po- 

litiques mondiales de la revolution 

chinoise. Vie intern. 1:153-68, No. 2, 

'12. 
Weissenberg. Zur Anthropologic der 

nordafrikanischen Juden. Mitt. Anth. 

Ges. in Wien 42:85-102, Jan. '12. 
Wiener. Das neue Prostitutionsreglement 

vom 1. Juni 1911. Z. Bek. Gesch. 

14:59-69, July '12. 
Wilke. Einfluss des Sexuallebens auf die 

Mythologie und Kunst der indeuro- 

paischen Volker. Mitt, der anth. Ges. 

in Wien. 42:1-48, Jan. '12. 



Willcocks, Roger E. Town Planning. 
Journ. State Med. 20:513-25, Sept. '12. 

Wilson, W. J. Medizinalwe'sen und 
Medizinalgesetzgebung in England im 
20. Jahrhundert. D. V. J. Schr. off. 
Gesundheitspf. 2:301-44, '12. 

Winslow, C.-E. A., and Kligler, I. J. A 
Quantitative Study of the Bacteria in 
City Dust, with Special Reference to 
Intestinal and Buccal Forms. Am. 
Journ. Pub. Health. 2:663-701, Sept. 
'12. 

Wolf. Die Zahnverderbnis der Schul- 
kinder als Volkskrankheit und ihre 
Bekampfung. Schulzahnpflege 1 : 18- 

35. 'i2-'i3. 
Wolff, Maurice. Jardins d'enfants. Mus. 

soc, m6m. 19:209-42, July, '12. 
Zeys, Louise. Les petites industries 

rurales en SuSde. Mus. soc, mem. 19: 

269-79, Sept. '12. 
Zlocisti, Th. Die Juden und die 

deutschen Universitaten. Ost. u. West 

5:417-34, '12. 
Zur gewerkschaf tlichen Organisierung der 

Textilarbeiterinnen. Textilar.-Ztg. Nos. 

20 and 22, '12. 



